Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.105; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.9.
Two independent molecules comprise the asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 13 H 12 O 2 S 2 , which differ in terms of minor variations in the relative orientations of the benzene rings [the O-S-C-C torsion angles for the first independent molecule are À6.66 (17) and À12.88 (19) compared with À21.70 (18) and 4.83 (16) for the second molecule]. Supramolecular chains sustained by C-HÁ Á ÁO contacts and aligned along the a axis are found in the crystal structure. These are held in place in the three dimensional structure by C-HÁ Á Á interactions.
Related literature
For the synthesis of bis(phenylsulfinyl)methane, see Shriner et al. (1930) ; Greene & Shevlin (1971) ; Hajipour et al. (2005) . For separation of the meso and racemic forms, see Greene & Shevlin (1971) . For the structure of the meso form, see: Kannan et al. (2003) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
Cg1 and Cg2 are the centroids of the C21-C26 and C2-C7 rings, respectively. Symmetry codes: (i) x þ 1; y; z; (ii) Àx; Ày; Àz þ 1; (iii) x À 1; y; z; (iv) Àx; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 ; (v) x; Ày þ 1 2 ; z þ 1 2 ; (vi) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: COLLECT (Hooft, 1998); cell refinement: DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) and COLLECT; data reduction: DENZO and COLLECT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the first independent molecule in (I) showing the atom-labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Figures
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq S1 0.24251 (6) 0.13741 (2) 0.0444 (9) 0.0238 (7) 0.0476 (8) 0.0039 (6) 0.0212 (7) −0.0038 (6) O3 0.0416 (9) 0.0494 (9) 0.0247 (7) 0.0163 (7) 0.0033 (6) −0.0021 (6) O4 0.0245 (8) 0.0385 (8) 0.0367 (8) −0.0059 (6) 0.0008 (6) 0.0093 (6) C1 0.0264 (11) 0.0237 (9) 0.0294 (9) 0.0006 (7) 0.0038 (8) 0.0020 (7) C2 0.0281 (11) 0.0193 (8) 0.0281 (9) −0.0013 (7) 0.0031 (7) 0.0043 (7) C3 0.0320 (11) 0.0216 (9) 0.0276 (9) −0.0030 (7) −0.0022 (8) 0.0045 (7) C4 0.0296 (12) 0.0230 (9) 0.0421 (11) −0.0034 (7) −0.0062 (9) 0.0094 (8) C5 0.0267 (12) 0.0346 (11) 0.0474 (12) 0.0005 (8) 0.0105 (9) 0.0100 (9) C6 0.0363 (13) 0.0401 (11) 0.0314 (10) 0.0000 (9) 0.0098 (9) 0.0014 (8) C7 0.0313 (12) 0.0296 (10) 0.0276 (9) −0.0019 (8) −0.0018 (8) 0.0019 (7) C8 0.0196 (10) 0.0242 (8) 0.0264 (9) −0.0002 (7) 0.0033 (7) 0.0004 (7) (8) C13 0.0244 (10) 0.0295 (9) 0.0259 (9) −0.0010 (7) 0.0008 (7) −0.0052 (7) C14 0.0223 (10) 0.0270 (9) 0.0258 (9) 0.0029 (7) 0.0010 (7) 0.0042 (7) C15 0.0210 (10) 0.0241 (9) 0.0257 (9) 0.0049 (7) 0.0007 (7) 0.0001 (7) C16 0.0273 (11) 0.0232 (9) 0.0300 (9) 0.0006 (7) 0.0002 (8) −0.0035 (7) Geometric parameters (Å, °) S1-O1 1.4931 (15) C10-H10 0.9500 S1-C2 1.784 (2) C11-C12 1.384 (3) S1-C1 
